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Graduate Student Council
Minutes

5 December 2006

Present: M. Colacicco, K. Jones, J. Henriques, P. High, B. Morrison, R. Osborn, J. Wu1
2

Absent: B. Swierczewski3
4

Meeting Commences: 12005
6

Minutes from November 2006 meeting were unanimously approved.7
Agenda for December 2006 meeting were approved, with an amendment to new business8
by R. Osborn.9

10
I. President’s Reports11

12
A. November GEC Meeting: There was no GEC meeting in November.13

14
B. Meeting between Dr. Harmon and P. High on 21 November to discuss health15
insurance and taxes.16

1. Health Insurance17
a. P. High presented narratives from students who have had problems with18

health insurance and health care while at USUHS. P. High commented that Dr. Harmon19
was surprised at the problems.20

b. Dr. Harmon suggested possibility of somehow providing an extra $100021
to students for the purchase of health insurance. This amount was arrived at using Blue22
Cross Blue Shield as a model. Dr. Harmon said that he would bring the issue to the GEC23
to discuss funding avenues.24

c. J. Henriques pointed out that avenues of funding have been previously25
explored by Dr. Metcalf, with negative results.26

d. J. Wu asked about the affect of increasing the stipend to cover health27
insurance on taxes for students. P. High pointed out that this was not a perfect solution,28
rather one step toward fixing the problem. He suggested the possibility of the GEO29
holding the money and distributing it individually to students with proof of payment for30
health insurance as one possible method to decrease the tax burden.31

e. J. Henriques asked B. Morrison about her research into group health32
insurance policies. B. Morrison said that the issue is that students have to be grouped33
together under the same entity in order to qualify for a group plan. J. Henriques pointed34
out the difficulty for people with some pre-existing conditions in purchasing individual35
plans; whereas, they can be covered under group plans.36
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f. J. Henriques expressed concerned that an argument to increase graduate37
student funding in order to help with health insurance may not go over well since the last38
increase in stipends was intended to alleviate the health insurance issues.39

2. Taxes40
a. USUHS cannot recommend tax accountants to graduate students as this41

would imply endorsement.42
b. P. High asked that the representatives contact students to try to get43

names of reliable, cost effective tax accountants. He also requested information about44
who has been audited and the outcome of the audit.45

c. P. High will address this issue more with the GEC.46
47

II. Old Business48
49

A. Monthly Happy Hour (17 November 2006): Turn-out was low (2 students and 150
significant other).51

52
B. Bake sale53

1. The sale was cancelled on 29 November 2006 since the GSC had not obtained54
proper approval of the sale through USUHS legal. The sale was held on 30 November55
2006 after the appropriate approvals were obtained.56

2. The GSC earned $150.00 from the sale.57
3. P. High learned that the GSC needs documentation from Dr. Metcalf or the58

Dean, School of Medicine formally acknowledging the GSC as a legitimate organization59
within USUHS.60

61
C. Parking Award: Unlikely until after construction projects which are limiting parking62
begin to wrap up. P. High will discuss the possibility of writing the parking award into63
the Graduate Student Colloquium Award for the best oral presentation with Dr. Metcalf,64
so that the benefit is there once the parking space shortage is alleviated.65

66
III. New Business67

68
A. Holiday Party (7 December 2006, 1800 – 2000 at NNMC Bowling Alley)69

1. Approximately 30 RSVPs have been received. Cost of reserving lanes is70
$12.00 per person for shoes and bowling.71

2. Discussed the possibility of paying by the game in an effort to reduce the costs72
of the party. P. High said that he would look into the possibility.73

74
B. January Newsletter75

1. B. Morrison emailed requests for information for the newsletter to all76
representatives in November.77

2. The deadline for submissions is 1 January 2006. The newsletter will be78
published on 15 January 2006.79

80
C. Charitable Collections81
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1. R. Osborne asked if we have ever collected donations for needy individuals82
during the holidays.83

2. GSC members agreed that this would be worth looking into. P. High asked R.84
Osborne to check into the logistics and technicalities of conducting such a drive at85
USUHS.86

87
D. Spousal Involvement in GSC88

1. R. Osborne has received an inquiry about spousal involvement in and support89
for GSC activities from a spouse who is interested in helping GSC out where possible.90

2. GSC members agreed that such involvement would be welcome.91
92

Reminder: Secretary for January will be EID. The January meeting will be held on 993
January 2007, rather than 2 January 2007.94

95
Meeting adjourned 123596


